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H E Father of theſe Ladies wis 
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fices in London, of Th. ee hunvred 5: Cs 
a Year, which he had recsived for up- 
wards of Eighteen years ; Ee having a 
Wife and Six Dzavghters, he gave his 
Chiliren all the Education uſual in polite 
Families, Mrs. Ward, having a good Edu- 
cation herſelf, and had brought her Huſ- 
band a Fortune, and was a Woman ot ex- 


traordinary parts, gaining Good-will ank 


Affection of every Body who had the plea- 
{ure of her Acquaintance ; and the ſame 
perfeRtions in her Family, was the conſtant 
care (he took to inculcate in her Childrens 


minds, and was no ways backward is 
teazhing them what might accrue to theit 
future advantages, he being an affection: 
ate and tender Mother. 
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R 1 


a Gentleman who enjzved 4 
Place in one of the P cl Of- 
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Mr. Ward, and his Wife being bleſs'd 
way years in Conjugal happineſs, began 
now to think of ſettling as ſoon as opper- 
| Tunity ſerv'd ſuch of their Children as was 
of maturity, and in particular Miſs Polly 
| and Lucy, the two Eldeſt, who were 

Marriageable. He being now begining 

the gecline of Life, (upwards of Fiſty) 
Y his Wife took an oppertunity to Enquire 


of him his Circumſtances, hoping he had. 


made ſome Proviſion for his Children, 
Mrs. Ward well knowing that Education 


without pccuniaty Fortu ne, Commands 


but little in this World; He gave her no 
account of his Affairs, Be” em d to want 
| to turn the diſcourſe, and look'd at her 
with arrogance for defiring to be ſatisfied 


\ Genteel Acquaintan&s, and ſeem'd to en- 
joy perfect happineſs: But here Fate 
ſeem d tœ cloud the Sun-ſhine of their Life, 
for Mrs. Mrd was a Woman of more 


'F affairs, wherein depended the future hap. 
dineſz of a .Chits "en, her Thoughts of 
| | thera 


a that particular, Indeed he kept a good 
I Houſe, lov'd his Family and Friend, kept 


1: ſenſe than to be filent on ſuch material 


- 


] 
| 
{ 
1 


them was now not to be moved by the 


Pleaſures of this Life, but was fixed for 


thoſe ſhe knew, ſhe could nat now expect 
to be long Guardians of, and was endea- 
vouring to ſee as many ſettled in Liſe as 
ſhe could. She did not complain for 


want of any thing, nor indeed neither 


could ſhe, for Mr. Ward always readily 
granted whatever ſhe asked till this laſt 


IMportan: Queſtion; which ſhe took an 


oppertunitv to put to him again, and with 
Tears in her Eyes, defired him to be 
final in his Anſwer, he began to divert her 


mind with teiling her of an invitation, ſhe 


told him it was not the thoughts of plea- 
ſure could now turn her inquiry, and that 
if he had not made any proviſian for bis 
Cliiidren, to ſatisfie her at once, that ſhe 


might endeavour to prevent the bad con- 


ſeque ces Which might happen in caſe 
of his Death, for that if be had not, the 
ſhould expe nothing but miſery ; having 
never had an inſighit into Trade, nor no 


expectancies from Friends, ſo that hope 


was driven from her breaſt, of ever- doing 


any thing for Eer Fatt.iiy, ail which the 
hopes 
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 boped providence would avett, but as an 
affectionite Mother, ſhe could not help 
guarding againſt the Worſt which might 
happen. — Ward at this premptory 
diſcourſe ſeemid in a greas! Paſſion, and 
was going to leave the room, Wondering 
how ſhe could queſtion his Conduct, and 
ask'd her if the Wanted any thing, and 
added that He had always taken care of 
the immediate ſubſiſtance of Life, in a 
genteel manner, io he had of the future, 
and left her no ſar ther ſatisfied. 


' 7 
This behaviour occcaſioned a flood of 
Tears from. Mrs Ward, the nevet had 
met with ſuch uſage before, whica at that 
time of day add td re to her Grief, be- 
ing Marriei Thirty Years, and never met 
with an interview of behavicur comparable 
to this ; however this paſt off without the 
knowledge of any hut themſelves, but Mrs. 
War, after this, obſerv'd a coolngſs in her 
Fii-ban”'s Temper, which the like a tender 
Wife endeavonred to warm, and ſoon after 
every thing ſerm'd as before, nevertheleſs 
here delt upon the brows of Mrs. Ward, 
_ a--112r, chern, which her affection had 
zruted in her He irt for her dear 3 f 
3 118 
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Miſs Lvcy and Polly, the two Fideft 
Daughters, had now both of them Suitors 

young Tradeſmen of good Fortunes, and, no 
doubt expected Fortunes with them, which 
is no gentrally expected with peo le t a 
Genteel appearance; theſe Gentlemen had 
the ſar.tion ot the Parents, and their Viſits 
were frequent, and after a year and a halt? 
Courtſhip, Miſs Lucy, who was the Eldeſt, 
her Sweetheart had brought things to a cricis, 
and between themſelves, had fixed the time 
they ſhould Unite, and Contumate the hap- 
py and Honourable State of Marriage, no- 
thing now was wanting to haith their Ex. 
pectations of Joy, but the tender of her For. 
tune, which Miſs Lucy herſelf, from her 
Education and Genteel bringing up, thought 
little that was wanting, deſired her Suitor 
to aſk her Parents the Queſtion, concerning 
the ſame, which he accordingly did, to Mrs, 
Wazp firſt, deſiring her to give him an An, 

ſwer in two or three Days, which: the, Poor 
Woman promiſed. * Witt 


— 580 great was the burthen of Woe ſhe 

was under at this Queſtion, (being Conſcious 
of her laſt ſolicitations to her Huſband on 
this Head,) that ſhe retired to her Chamber, 
an* yented her Sorrow by a flood of Tears, 
We torrent of anguiſh e over 


— 8 
o 


flow'd her Breaſt, ſhe even, wiſhed:for mad. 
neſs as a Relief, that ſhe might be loſt to 
herſelf, however, after ſome conſideration, 
when her grief had a little, ſubſided, . ſhe con- 
cluded to put the Queſtion again to Mr. 
Ward, and get a pollitive Aglwer, that ſhe 
might acquaint her Daughter, and no longer 
buoy them up. with hopes, and accordingly 
did as ſhe intended. One Morning before 
her Huſband was up, ſhe acquainted him 
with the whole, and how his Daughter Lu- 
cy, wanted nothing now, but to know What 
Fortune he could give her, that ſhe might 
ſulfil her Engagements with her Sweetheart, 
which ſhe told him he could not be igno- 
rant of; He at this ſeemed ſhoek'd, and at 
laſt told her, he was ſorry to make her take 
part of his misfortune, for that he was not 
worth forty Pound in the World, and beged 
of her to make herſelf eaſy, and de ſired her 
ſome how or other to let nher Dau gtters know 
eheir.condition, that they might n longer 
deceive their Suitors: Mrs WAR D was now 
75 the utmoſt Confuſion, Truth at lait had 
Usht up her glaring Torch, and now ſeem'd 
to follow the Hand of black. Diſpair, and e- 
very moment ſhe was diſtracted with. Fear 

for what was to come, She prudegtly den 


Oe on her Huſband, it b 


9 
demption, and to acquaint her Children ab- 
ruptly, ſhe fear'd would tend to bad Conſe- 
quenees; however ſhe thought delays might 
breed dangers, the took the firtt oppertunity 
of telling Lucy's Suitor, that Mr. WAX 
could give his Daughter no immediate For- 
tune, but that he would leave her ſomething 
ac his Death, this offer was noching with 
che young Suitor, he wanted a Sum down, 
and after this, was ſoon oblerved to be very 
cool and looſe in his Addreſſes ro Miſs Lu- 
CY, and in ſhort, preſently abandoned all his 
pretended Honour, and made a bold attempe 
on her Vircue, on che moſt. Wicked abhored 
promiſe of k-eping her az a Miſtreſs, telling WY 
her ſhe had no Fortune, At this ſudden 9 
change the. poor innocent Lady ſtood aghaſt! BY 
as tho? ſtruck with Terror, and in broken 
axoreſſione, afked him what he meant? He 
replied, as ſhe had no Fortune ſhe could ex- 
p*& no great advancement, and a comply- 
ance to his Will, would be far more advan». 
ragious to her, for he ſhould wirhdrawhis 
Addreiſes, but that if he'd conſent, He'd 
ſettle ſomething upon her, to make her ap- 
pear Geateel, and ſh2 ſhould want nothing. 
but he could not Marry Without a F Ortcuge. 
A, fon as th: hid recovered her ſurprite 
he replicd . Oh! Sir, I fee your drift. 
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f my want of Fortune has ſoon cool'd your 
Faflion, and your Love! No Sir, let my 
' Jufferings be ver ſo greet, let my ſorrows 
aud hardihips be ever io nuch increaſed up- 
on my head, I an: determined to refiit your 
| - abhorrid en and would rather icbmit 
to all the agonics of a painiul Death, than 
move one ſtep from my fixed Reſolution, or 
ever become the dete ſted and abj.Et Wretch 
you Jdefirez wonder not Sir, at my firmneſs, 
„nor be ſurpriſed to fee a poor weak, defence- 
= lels young Creature. able to withſtand both 
pour deluſions, and meancſs ;— Know Sir, 
uu le Virtue is my Guardian, I ſhall ever 

dare to look you in the Face, and defie you, 
Villian as You are, and begone trom my 
5 ſight. This noble Defence of Miſs Lucy's 

" was highly commendable, and ſhew'd a 


1 2 greatneis of Soul i in Adverſity. 
| How: ver, tho' ſhe had Courage to de- 


| And herſelſ againſt an immediate Attack, 
1 her aflect on for him could not ſo ſoon be for- 
got, for ſh: went melancholly upon the oc- 
Eon; Words eannot expreſs the diſtreſs of 
13 Mind he was in at ſe great a Diſappoint- 
1 meat. and alſo an attempt to deſtzoy her, 
4 x In Mort, after a Month languiſh' ng in this 
| ' rief, ſhe fell into Diſpair, — found means 
lh. * X to Polſon herſelf, T be g Horror and 
it 1 1 ſurpriſe | 


11 


furptiſe the whole Family was in, are not to 
be Expreſs d by Words, the, whole of this 
ſhocking affair was ſoon known; nothing 
but the bittereſt Expreſſions againſt the pex- 
jured young Fellow her Sweetheart, was 
heard, by all who had the leaſt intimation of 
it, in ſhort he was diſpiſed by cvery Body, 
and degrad din all Companies, and fuch we 


hope will all like him ever be, and all who. 


dare att*mpt the Innocent in luch inhumane 
Charactors. 

Mr. WARD at the Death of his Daughter 
fell Sick, bez 1» Conſcious of bog C uſe 
but he ſhortly 4 {ter R covered, o, as to 58 
able to attend his Othce, vet "rhe e ietem's 
ſomethi! ng upon his brows wich beſpoke un- 


eaſineſs, wh ch added no ſms " rduble 0 8 5 


Allectionate Wife, who had nothing to lu. 

pott her diſtreſs, but a goo | Cunicience, ir, . 
Ward's deareſt Friends could not get this 
clo1d of diſpair from him, tho? they did all 
they could by taking him jato the Country, 
yet all was to no purpoſe, every body judg'd 
the cauſe from the lols of his Daughter, by 
ſo fatal an end, yet there was another 48 


great, in the firſt place, there was his et- 


Daughter Pol LV, almoſt ſtood in tie fats 


* 


Cale, and! 14 Xt, being ſen 1) 98 2 „ 4 rau 
ing aizh D:ath hindi: It, and wha. was de 
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greater, he had made no proviſion for his 
tour other youtig Children, of any Relati— 
ons cable of giving. them any Sublutance, 
nor no Expectations iron Friends 


Tis was the in ard gr of of his heart, at 
all times and in his fav ourite Company, he 
had loſt his vival Counten 4nce, a melancholly 
Compoſuie ſat on his brow. in ſhort, all at- 
temprs of bis Friends to divert his mind 


proved insfefural, his tender Wife finding 
him in this low way, never tioubled him with 


turther Enquiries, concerning his Ciroumſtan- 
ces, as he ſeem'd to deny ſatisſying her be- 
one mad leſt it to kind providence to help 
her in diſtre's, if the worſt ſhould happen; 
bat he had lain to heart, that which he might 
have prevented, be a frugal Living to ſave, 
inſtead of a laviſh Grandute to appear great 
above others, without a Reſerve of ſubſiſtance 
tor the al maintenatice of a Family, and 
which is much to be lamented, that too ma- 
1% Parents who have it in their power) are 
guilty of that great neglect, and not for want 
of Love, but rather an it clination to follow 
the albionsble Vices of this Corrupted Age 

whereby many young Perſons are diſappoint- 
ed, and Ruindd, When they bave loſt all 
hopes of Living, and erjoyirg hat they ex- 
| pected, 

Kr, 
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Mr. Ward was ſenſibly declining every 
day, which his Family were not ſtrangers 
to, therefore Reſolved not to trouble him 
with Enquiries, being too late to recall paſt 


miſconduR, therefore truſted all to Provi- 
dence, to enable and direct them for the beſt; 


His next Daughter Polly, was ſtill 
Courted by the ſame young Gentleman. 
who bad all along bitreriy inveigh'd a- 
gainſt unfortunate Miſs Lucy's Suitor, who 
hal occaſioned ſuch Griet in the Family, 
and aiways expreis'd the greateſt abhor- 


ence of all his actions. He vow'd the 


ftrongeſt tyes of Love and Friencſhip to 1 


Mils Polly, aſſuring her that whatever 


might happen, he would ever adhere to 
his Promiſe of Marrying her, and defir'd 
the ſame aſſurances from her, and their 


Loves and vows, they reciprocally plight- 
ed to each other, 


This young Gentleman was the Son of 
a Tradeſman in the ſame Neighbourhood, 
of great Worth, who chought it rather 
tod ſoon fot him to Marry, yet neverthe- 
leſs, apptov'd of his Choice, not doubt- 
ing in 4. 20 but that Mr. Ward,” rad 


where 


where- with to give her « fortune, abre 8 
[1 able to His, and fcliom a d. y pit but 
"I enjoy d each others Comp ww, which was 
1+} agreeable to all Parties, 

'F Mrs. Ward, who was {ible of his 
Friends defire of a ſuficicnt fortune with 
ber Daughter, was like wits. icnfible of the 
Want of it. H-.re was a tryal n affecti n- 

ate Mother muſt feel that Words caanot 
expreſs, and WHich every tender Parent 

muſt ſympathize fir he; Dit eſs. Fate 
ſeem'd now to eclipſe the ſunſhine of 
their days, firſt th: Fatal end jo the e <7 

Daughter, occaſtoned by a net ft tous Mo: 
and ſecondly, her ex Dus, er n 
upon a-toltering precijpioe, cer wih 
the illneſs of i: Mr. NV. rd, WU did Ot ex- 
pect long to ſurvive, and the leav3 ing four 
other Daughters, all young, and wiprovi 
ded for, tho? unknown to, any but . NA 
this was ſuch a ſecret that Nirs. Word 
'wou'd rot truſt her deareſt Friend, well 
knowin ng. when the World get ho ia of 
the Truth, much falehood generally c- 
companies it, and never fails leſlening the 


Beem the Word had before. of them, 
yet 
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ye! nevertheleſs (he comforted herſelf, by 
k Hing © me Peonie, who, tho' in great 
D;itre 8. r by the hand of Providence 
been wonderfully raiied out of it, and 
Cot d nor, but Cod would aſſiſt her in 
Dittes. | | 

M. Vard All kept lingering, and in 
t Out HA cen Vlonths aſter he Lied, and 
let he as fie tought, without any thing 
meterid {or her Family and her ſelf to 
ſu fit on, anch be in devt, to waom ſhe 
knew nothing of, nor for What, here was 
the teaitu, ſec ne diſcloſed, ſhe ſolicited the | 
Creditors, by ingenuoally teiling them her >. 
Husband had died inſolvent, aud her and 
her family in the greateſt Diſtreſs, and 
beged them to take pity, and forgive a 
Cilconſojate Widow, and hoped God wou'd _ 
reſtore it double, upon which the Credit» 
ors coſulted, and conſidered her Caſe, and 
agreed to forgive her, her Husbands“ debts, 
and made a Collection among their ac- 
quaintance, to help her in her diſtreſs, for | 
which ſhe kindly accepted, and returned {| 
God and Them Thanks, for ſuch unex- 
pected Friende, and Comforters. | 


Pang 


Al 


10 
; \ 

All their Acqaintance was much fur- 
pris d, and their Converſation every where 
turn'd upon the Death of Mr. Ward, and 
the Diſtreſs he had left his Family in, 
for Death generally opens a new ſcene in 
every Family, Many Friends came to 
expreſs their ſorrow for her Condition, and 
Condole Her loſs, but alas! this was cool 
fomfort ſhe ſtood in need of aſſiſtancę and 
not of forrowful Compliments, 

After Mr. Ward was Buried ſhe wes 
obliged to ſeek another Habitation, being 
unable to keep her Houſe any longer, ha- 
ving nothing coming in and five Daughters 
unprovided for, Her Friends adviſed ber 
to many things for the beſt, here ſhe now 
ſaw the true picture of the World, for 
now ſhe was in diſtreſs ſome of her friends 
declined acquaintance, but at laſt God 


raiſed her up a Friend, an unexpected 


Friend indeed, a Maiden Gentlewoman, 
5 yo had heard of her circumſtances and 
Condition, and whoſe whole Life was 

ſpent in aſſiſting and ſerving her fellow 

Creatures, Heaven had bleſt her with a 

plentiful Fortune, which ſhe conſidered 

in 


+” 


ja 2 right view, ſhe had never entered 
into Matrimony, not through a diſapto- 
bation of that Honourable State, but 
through an inclination to be as little in- 
cumber'd with the World as poſſible. 


As ſne made it her buſineſs to ſeek ſor 
proper objects of Relief, when ſhe was in- 
formed of the diſtreſſed ſituation of Mrs. 
Warp. ſhe immediately took her into an 
Appartment, with her five Children, in her 
own Houſe, and was the greateſt Contributor 
to the Maintenance of this diſtreſſed Family, 
and kept them for fix Months, till Mrs“ 
Ward had conſulted what to do, for a living 
for terſelf and Family. 


The kindneſs of this Gentlewoman, Mrs! 1 
Ward always ex preſſed a thorougi ſenſe f 


and did not neglect o return God and her 
Donour Thanks, for ſuch a timed and com- 
fortable Relief. This Charitable Gentlewo- 
man, and Others of Mrs. Ward's well-wiſhers 
adviſed ner to go into ſome Buſineſs, which 
ſhe conſented to very Chearfully, and glad 
ſh- could do ſo, being not inclined as her 
untortunate Husband was, to appear above 
what ſhe really was, which -was the main 
Rock the whole Family ſplit on. 3 

C 2 | Accordingly 3 
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1 0 ſhe took a Shop in the Mil- 
linery and Haberdaſhery way, in their own 
Neighbourhood, which was judg'd beſt by 
her -\cquaintance, and all promiſed her their 
favours, in ſhort every body was pleaſed 
that knew her, and expreſs'd gladneſs that 
they could contribute to her aſſiſſ ance; the 
Buſineſs Mrs. Ward had, in a little time 
gave her hopes of being in a happy ſituati- 
on, She maintain'd her Family with decency. 
without being drove to neceſſities, and in a 
very ſhort time by her Acquaintances Fa-. 
vours and Recommendations, ſhe at laſt ar- 
rived at a pretty hith of buſineſs, and had 
as Genteel a Shop as moſt, every thing ſeem'd 
to concur, in favouring her in a happy ſet- 
FRET tlement, for which the ever retain'd a grate- 
WE ful ſenſe of God's Providence, and her 
Friends kindneſs. 6 
Mrs Wards next Daughter, whom before 
We mentioned, was Courted by a young 
Gentleman, who continued his Courtſhip {till 
LES + to Miſs PoLLy, and was a kind Friend to Mrs 
Ward, but this wag kept a ſecret to his 
Friends, who when Mr. Ward died, and it 
© | came to be known he had left nothing for 
his Family, they forbid him carrying on his 
Suit, or having any further Correlpondence 
1+ ith the Family, which he did almoſt all 


the 
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the time Mrs. Ward was at her kind Do- 
nour's Houſe, but when ſhe came to be ſet- 
led ju her own Shop, and Houle, his Viſits 
were ſrequent to Miſs. Polly, and he re- 
new*d his Courtſhip, and told Mrs. Ward 
he meant nothing but Hondur, and although 
his Friends did not giye him their conſent, 
yet as he had at firſt made his Suit to her, 
and promiſed her Marriage, he would nor 
deccive her, for that his Love for her was. 
ſetled long before her Father died, and 
ſhould ſtill continue, and as his Friends did 
not approve of it, he would not make the 
Marriage known, and that if the worſt ſhould 
happen, he ſaid he had a ſmall Fortune In- 
de pendant of his Reſatjons, and intirely in 
his own Hands. Mrs. Ward anſwered him, 
that the hoped he would n@ways deceive her 
adding,— that ſhe had but juſt allay'd a 
ſtorm, which threatned her Deſtruction, 
and beg'd of him that He would be ingenu*- 
ous, and finally let her know his real Inten- 
tions To which he replyed, that her paſt _Þ# 
misſortunes need not be mentioned, as he 
was fully Acquainted with all paſt Affairs 
on that head, and told her his intentions 
were then as they were at firſt, fixed upon 
Love and Honour, and gaye her the ſtrongeſt 


AAurances of his Friendſhip, towards her — 
mily 


[20] 

mily, and in particuiar to Mis. Polly, whom 
he hoped to be foon join'd by mutual con- 
tract, in Wedlock, and defired it might be 
kept a ſecret from his Friends, not that he 
would always have it kept a ſecret from them, 
bur till ſuch time as he had reaſon'd them 
into conſent, that every thing might concur, 
to make them happy. 


Now every thing ſcem'd fair for a happy 
Union, and Conſultations were frequentiy 
held between them how they ſhould order 
the Marriage, Mrs. Ward conſented, and 
the Marriage Day was fixed, and ſhe en- 
gaged a Friend of her's to give her Daugh- 


I - ter away in Marriage, declining going her- 


ſelf to avoid all ſuſpicion. Mr. Harris, told 
them he'd come at the time appointed, and 
he'd take care to have the Licence, accord- 
ingly he came and had a Coach ready, and 
Miſs Polly, and the Gentleman who was to 
give her away privately ſtept into the Coach 
| and drove away. Now cruel Fate, was 
beginning again his deſtructive hand, and 
tho? Mrs. Ward, poor Woman, had taken 
every ſten that was upon the beſt and ſureſt 
foundation, for her Daughters happineſs, yet 
ſuch is ſome times the Cruelty of Fortune, 
as Wile follow e, Wil} ACS p pear.—— 8 
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they were going in the Coach to Church, 
Mr. Harris the Bridegroom, ſays, Good God! 
have forgot to get the Licence, upon this, 
they immediately Ordered the Coach to drive 
to the Commons to get cne, but when they 
came there; it was a Holliday, and no bu- 
ſineſs done: This was a very great diſap- 
pointment, they now knew not what to dog 
they went to a Tavern to conſider what was 
beſt to be done; the Bridegroom Mr. Harris, 
declared with all the promiſes and Vows, 
that the kuman Tongue is able to Expreſs, 
that if Miſs PolIr would agree with her 
Friend, to go home and ſay the Marriage 
was done, to ſatisfie her Motder, He would 
take the firſt oppertunity ſome time the next 
Weck, to finiſh the Msrriage, and that he 
would go the very next Day to get the Li- 
cence, Deſiring her Friend who was to be 
Father, to let him kuow what Day the next 
Week he ſhould be at leiſure, that he might 
appoint the time, and make no more Meet- 
ings, but to come and make an excuſe, by” 


ſaying, that you are come to give us a Days Fs 


Pleaſure abroad, that there might be no ſuſ- 
picion of the matter, and that then the 


whole might be done. At theſe Expreſſions * 4 


Miſs Polly looked up in his Face, with the 
Feats falling down her Cheeks, ſaid, Dear 
| . 
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IF” Mr. Harris, do not deceive me, Conſider the 
tj _ Gulphof miſery my poor Siſter was Joſt In, | 
12 and the affliction and diſtreſs my poor Mo- 
i ther has hardly yet got over, Can! depend 
' the Words of a Man, as yet J have found 
{ll nothing that might give me the leaſt miſtruit 
of Deviating from an Honeſt Man, ift my 
Friend will give his Conſent, I will do any 
thing you ſhall requi.e, in ſhoit, her Conſent 
was her Friends alſo, and hewas ſo weak 
as not to bind Mr. Harris down by Bond, 
to fulfill his promiſe, and alter kaving ſpent 
the time as the thing might have been finiſh'd 
they went home with full aflurances that all 
Was done, and Mrs. Ward laluted them, and 
wiſhed them much Joy, and glad the whole 
was over with ſuch ſecrecy ; after which 
& Djaner was provided, and they ſpent the day 
ig taco Int.ocent amuſements as is uſual. At 
Night they went to Bed, and finally conſu- 
| mated the Marriage before the Ceremony. 
de next Morning Mr. Harris went home 
ls Fathers, who Queſtioned him con- 
Fceruing lis ſtaying out all Night, and with 
having been to be Married with Miſs Ward: 
nich he denied, they Inſiſted he had, he de- 
cia red not, (which was too true) they vow'd 
he had Married her, he ſhould immediately 


ing 4. 


o 
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contrary, the argument ſubſided, and the 
whole paſfed off, 


Mr. Harris went the next Day to aſſure 
Polly of his unalterable Mind, which ſhe ear- 
neſtly deſired him to fulfill, he was almoſt al- 
ways with her, and had procured the Licence, 
ſo that they only waited an oppertunity, 
Mr. Harris's Father and Mother, ſuſpected 
ſomething, by his not keeping ſuch good 


Hours as he uſed to do, they contrived to 


ſend him a Journey for a Month, thinking 
by that means, if their was any cloſe Union, 
it would ſome how or other be diſcovered; 
He accordingly acquainted Polly of what 
and where he was going, and bid her make 
herſelf eaſy ; at this She could not tell what 
to imagine, her mind was almoſt diſtracted, 
and tho* he had given her the ſtrongeſt aſſu- 


rances of his Love and Fidelity, all this 


could not make her eaſy, ſhe was too ſenſible 
what a precipice ſhe ſtood upon, and not a 


Friend in the World ſhe dare tell her mind 


to, No, not to her Mother: This muſt be 
a great trouble to her, She was forc'd to 
{mother her perplex'd Thoughts in her own 


breaſt, which is the greateſt trouble the hu- 


man mind can be afflicted with, in fhort poor 


Lady, her Countenance ſoon ſhew'd her 


Diſeaſe 


— — 
Wm — 


| ; . bh. _ 
after he had made many proteſtations to te 


T Diſeate, 1 but not the leaſt intimation of hex 
” Caſe had as yet been known. 
After he had been gone about a Week ſhe 


received, a Letter from him, which ſoinewh: t 
allay'd her ardent Wiſhes for his Return, 


tho' unfortunate Lady ihe had ſomething hung 
heavy on her mind, ſhe could no ways ſhake 
off, She had parted with that which could 
never be returned, and the only means to 
ſecure her from Publick Diſgrace, was his 
Fidelity and Honour, that ſhe depended on, 
thus in uneaſy Thoughts palied every long 
and tedious Hour tili his Return, and av- 


- Cording to the appointment of his tatter he 


came, on purpole to enjoy her Company a 
gay or two, without letting an) body elle 
krow he was come to Town. Hi pretace 
tobe ſure d pel'd th. preſent fear from her 
mind, and glad fie had another opp-ctunity 
to let him know, how much ſhe defited him, 


d finiſh what he knew was not done, and 


till then ſhe could receive no real Peace of 
mind; He told her ſhe might reſt Contented, 
and be aſſured: what ever ſhe Requeſted 
mould be done. 

He then went home to his Father's us cho' 
juft come off his Journey, without the leaſt 
fuſpicien that. he had been to Mrs Ward's, 
nevertheleſe his Friends was continually 
4 NR teazing | 


keeping Comp: any with Miſs Waid, and tha 
they'd leave him nothing if h- did, on the ; 
other ban Mits Polly, in fact lis Wife by | 
tie ces of Love and promiſe) was goaſtantly L 
vizing him to fulfill his promiſe, he 

he being «ficient tor fear of a diſcovery, 
could not ind an oppertunity to perform, 
that in hort oth their minds was a burthen 
for them to bear. To think of their Diſtreſs _Þ 


: 


my Tears almoſt prevents my perſuing the l Z 
fatal Hiſtory, yet as Truths, ſhocking as 
theſe, may warn the unexperienced, and teach 4 
the unwary how cautious they ought to be, : : | 


£ 


I'ii eadeavour to finiſh. ' 
Miſs Ward, or rather Mrs. Harris} grew. 


now very big with Child, and kept up from 4 

ſeeing any body, ſhe was continually deſiring i 
1 
ö 
? 


Mr. Harris, that it he ever Intended to make 
her or himſelf happy to Marry her at once, 
and be ſatisfied with what 1mall Fortune Be 
had in his own hands, and acded, She had - 
rather to Werk for him with eaſe of Mind, 
than Live as ſhe cid, or with the Fnjoymede 
of all he was in hopes of. He told her ſhe } 
need not doubt his Fidelity and Love, that 
he would ever be her Comforter, and that he f 
could ſay no more, and as for his ſmall For- 4 

tune it Was but Forty Pound à Tear, 
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He £1! preſſed her for a little Patience, 
ſomething would ſoon turn to their advantage 
From this very moment ſhe began to think 
ok Defiroying herſelf, and the ſoon found an 
oppertunity, No Tongue can expreſs th: 

Hort or of Mind ſhe was continually in upon 
this occaſion, She could no longer vitb, 
ſtand her Miſcry, Her Mother knew no 
the real Cauſe, de Reader can beſt judge 
the Dritreſs ſhe Was in. She being oig with 
Child, and d rawing zcar her time of Delivery, 
Wa: certainly the Cauſe of her fatal End, for 
one Evening, atter the had embraced her 
Mother with more than ordinary denderneſs 
5 went up ſtairs, and there cut her Throat, 


Thie ſatal circamflance happening, the 

7 FL was ſoon known to the World, 
ed ſhortly broke the Heart of Mrs, 
US Ward. T hus how ſoon a Family | is un- 
done. either for want of caution, or truſt- 
ing too much to promiſes. We hope by 
this example, all who hears this diſmal 
Scene will endeavour to avoid the ſame 
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